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(54) Coring device and method 

(57) A coring device (10) for coring body tissue to 
define reproducible patent channels in the body tissue 
is provided. The coring device utilizes a coring member 
(20) that is rotatable and linearly advanceable at coordi- 
nated predetermined rates to core body tissue. The 
device can include a suction assembly (106) suitable for 
use during biopsy procedures and a cautery assembly 



to cauterize the cored body tissue. The coring member 
can also be oscillated along its longitudinal axis to effect 
cauterization and/or coring. The coring device is partic- 
ularly suited for Transmyocardial Revascularization 
(TMR). 
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Description 
BACKGROUND 
5 1. Technical Field 

The present disclosure relates generally to a coring device for surgical use. More specifically, the present disclo- 
sure relates to a coring device having an advanceable member operated at a coordinated speed to facilitate reproduc- 
ible coring of body tissue. The coring device is particularly suited for use in performing transmyocardial 
w revascularization (TMR). 

2. Background of the Related Art 

Mechanical coring devices suitable for use in surgical procedures such as biopsy retrieval, bone marrow retrieval, 

is and similar procedures are well known. Typically, these coring devices include a tubular body having a sharpened end, 
and a cutting member. During coring procedures, the tubular body is manually advanced into body tissue such that a 
core of material is retrieved and retained within the tubular body. Thereafter, the cored tissue is removed for analysis. 

One problem associated with these devices is that variations in the rate of advancement of the tubular body into the 
body tissue effect the size and shape of the cored tissue sample, e.g., a high rate of advancement can cause tearing of 

20 body tissue rather than precise coring of the tissue. Because of this, manual advancement makes it very difficult to 
retrieve good tissue samples of consistent size and shape required for biopsy. U.S. Patent No. 4,461 ,305 issued to Cib- 
ley, addresses the problem of obtaining more consistent tissue sample sizes. Cibley discloses a biopsy device having 
a rotatable shaft with a cutting edge at its distal end. As the shaft is rotated, a trigger is compressed to manually 
advance the shaft into body tissue. Although Oibley improves upon the prior art, the performance of Cibley's device is 

25 directly related to the rate at which the shaft is manually advanced into the body tissue. Because the shaft is manually 
advanced, reproducible coring for the particular body tissue is difficult to achieve. 

Mechanical devices have also been used in other surgical procedures. One such procedure is Transmyocardial 
Revascularization (TMR). In this procedure, surgical needles, biopsy needles, cannulas or similar instruments have 
been used to produce channels from the epicardium, through the myocardium and into the ventricle of the heart. It is 

30 believed that these channels facilitate delivery of blood directly from the ventrical to the oxygen starved areas of the 
heart. When performing a TMR procedure, 1 or more and typically dozens of channels are created in the heart. 
Because heart tissue has a soft, spongy texture that can be easily torn or deformed, it is difficult, if not impossible, to 
create consistent, reproducible channels by the aforementioned manual puncturing and coring techniques. 

Accordingly, a need exists for an improved mechanical coring device that is easy to use, consistent and reliable 

35 when coring channels in body tissue. 

SUMMARY 

In accordance with the present disclosure, a coring device is provided that is capable of consistently coring chan- 
40 nels of common size and shape in body tissue. The coring device can include a rotation assembly for rotating a coring 
member, and an advancement assembly for linearly advancing the coring member. An oscillator assembly can also be 
incorporated to assist in coring tissue. The rotation assembly and the advancement assembly are preferably driven to 
coordinate the rate of rotation of the coring member with the rate of linear advancement of the member. Both longitudi- 
nal and rotational reciprocation of the coring member can also be used to effect efficient coring. The coring device can 
45 be used to perform biopsy retrieval, bone marrow retrieval and other similar procedures, but is particularly suited to per- 
form TMR. 

In a first preferred embodiment of the disclosure, a drive assembly is supported within a housing of the coring 
device and includes a motor that is coupled to a rotatable rod having a bevel gear and a worm fixed thereto. The bevel 
gear is operably associated with the rotation assembly to rotate the coring member when the motor is operated. The 

so worm is operably associated with the coring member such that the worm can be selectively coupled to drive a toothed 
rack to advance the coring member linearly. The rates of rotation and advancement of the coring member are coordi- 
nated to provide a reproducible cored channel in body tissue. 

In another preferred embodiment, the driving assembly is incorporated into a dual-motion, independently program- 
mable, control module that translates precise linear and rotary motion to a coring member via a flexible shaft. The 

55 device is preferably operated by a foot pedal which is operably connected to the control module to advance and rotate 
the coring member. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Various preferred embodiments are described herein with reference to the drawings, wherein: 

s FIG. 1 is a perspective view of one embodiment of the coring device; 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the coring device shown in FIG. 1 with housing half-sections separated; 

FIG. 3 is a perspective view with parts separated of the coring device shown in FIG. 1 ; 

FIG. 4 is a perspective view with parts separated of the drive assembly of the coring device shown in FIG. 1 ; 

FIG. 5 is a perspective view with parts separated of the rotation assembly and advancement assembly of the coring 
w devise shown in FIG. 1 ; 

FIG. 6 is a front perspective view with parts separated of the movable handle and the actuation gear of the coring 

device shown in FIG. 1 ; 

FIG. 7 is a rear perspective view with parts separated of the back side of the movable trigger and the actuation gear 
of the coring device shown in FIG. 1 ; 
15 FIG. 8A is a side elevational view of a preferred coring member suitable for use with the coring devices shown in 
FIGS. 1 and 16; 

FIG. 8B is an enlarged side elevational view of the distal end of the coring member shown in FIG. 8A. 
FIG. 8C is an elevational view of the coring member taken along line 8C in FIG. 8B. 
FIG. 9 is a side cross-sectional view of the coring device shown in FIG. 1 ; 
20 FIG. 10 is an enlarged view of the indicated area of detail of FIG. 9; 
FIG. 11 is an enlarged view of the indicated area of detail of FIG. 9; 
FIG. 12 is an enlarged view of the indicated area of detail of FIG. 9; 

FIG. 13 is a side cross-sectional view of the device shown in FIG. 1 with the movable trigger in position to actuate 
the advancement mechanism; 

25 FIG. 13A is an enlarged partial side view of the coring device illustrating a stroke control assembly of the device 
shown in FIG. 1 ; 

FIG. 14 is a perspective view which illustrates the coring device shown in FIG. 1 in position adjacent body tissue 
with the coring member in an extended position; 

FIG. 14A is a side view of a biopsy retrieval assembly connected to the coring device shown in FIG. 1 ; 
30 FIG. 15 is a perspective view of another embodiment of the coring device in association with a control assembly; 
FIG. 16 is a perspective view of the coring device shown in FIG. 15; 

FIG. 17 is a perspective view with parts partially separated of the coring device shown in FIG; 15; 
FIG. 18 is a perspective view with parts separated of the coring device shown in FIG. 15; 
FIG. 19 is a perspective view with parts separated illustrating the clamping nut, the member adapter, the elongated 
35 shaft, and the coring member of the coring device shown in FIG. 15; 

FIG. 20 is a side cross-sectional view of the coring device shown in FIG. 15; 

FIG. 21 is an enlarged side cross-sectional view of the distal end of the coring device shown in FIG. 15; 
FIG. 22 is a partial perspective view of the distal end of the coring device shown in FIG. 1 5 with a housing half-sec- 
tion removed; 

40 FIG. 23 is a perspective view with parts separated of the cautery assembly of the coring device shown in FIG. 15; 
FIG. 24 is a perspective view with parts separated of the swivel assembly and its adjacent components of the coring 
device shown in FIG. 15; and 

FIG. 25 is a side cross-sectional view of the coring device shown in FIG. 15 with the coring member in an extended 
position. 

45 

P5TAH5P PESCPIPT1 0 N QF PREFERRED EMBODIMENT S 

Preferred embodiments of the presently disclosed coring device will now be described in detail with reference to 
the drawings, in which like reference numerals designate identical or corresponding elements in each of the several 
so views. 

While the preferred embodiments of the coring device of the present disclosure are useful to perform biopsy 
retrieval, bone marrow retrieval, and other similar procedures, the presently disclosed coring devices are particularly 
suited to perform Transmyocardial Revascularization (TMR). The preferred embodiments of coring device will, there- 
fore, be described in connection with their use in performing TMR. 
55 One embodiment of the presently disclosed coring device will now be described with reference to FIGS. 1-1 4A. 
FIGS. 1 and 2 illustrate the coring device shown generally as 10. Briefly, coring device 10 includes a housing 12 formed 
from molded housing half-sections 12a and 12b. Housing 12 includes an elongated body portion 1 1 defining the longi- 
tudinal axis of device 10 and a stationary handle 14 projecting from elongated body portion 1 1 . A movable trigger 16 is 
pivotably connected to housing 12 adjacent stationary handle 14 forming a pistol type grip. A first opening 17 dimen- 
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sioned to receive coring member 20 is formed in one end of body portion 1 1 . A second opening 21 formed in the free 
end of stationary handle 14 allows passage of power supply cable 18 into housing 12. 

FIGS. 2 and 3 illustrate the internal components of coring device 10 which will now be discussed in detail. Housing 
half -sections 12a and 12b are formed with internal recesses configured to properly align the internal components of the 
5 device with respect to each other and to restrict the movable components to a predetermined path of travel. Coring 
device 10 includes a member drive assembly, a member rotation assembly, and a member advancement assembly. 
FIG. 4 illustrates the member drive assembly "X" which includes a motor 22 which is adapted to be electrically con- 
nected to power supply cable 18. Motor 22 drives output shaft 23 which is coupled to a cylindrical shaft 24 by a locking 
screw 25. Rotation of output shaft 23 translates to rotation of cylindrical shaft 24. A worm 26 and a bevel gear 28 are 
10 slidably received and fastened about cylindrical shaft 24 by locking screws 27 and 29, respectively. Upon rotation of out- 
put shaft 23, cylindrical shaft 24 rotates causing worm 26 and bevel gear 28 to also rotate. 

Referring to FIG. 5, the member rotation assembly "Y" includes a bevel gear 34 having a rectangular bore 35 
extending therethrough. A rod member 36 having a rectangular central portion 38 is positioned within rectangular bore 
35 of bevel gear 34 such that rotation of bevel gear 34 causes corresponding rotation of rod member 36. Rod member 
is 36 further includes a longitudinal throughbore 31 dimensioned to receive coring member 20, a threaded first end 39, 
and a cylindrical second end 37. Cylindrical second end 37 of rod member 36 interconnects rotation assembly T and 
advancement assembly "Z", to be discussed in detail below. 

A compression nut 48 having a threaded cylindrical bore 49 threadingly engages the first end 39 of rod member 36. 
A flexible annular washer 50 ,is positioned within cylindrical bore 49 between an inwardly extending flange 51 on the 
20 compression nut 48 and the threaded first end of rod member 36. See FIG. 1 1 . Coring member 20 extends proximal to 
advancement mechanism "Z" through rod member 36 and compression nut 48 towards the distal end of body portion 
1 1 . As compression nut 48 is threaded onto rod member 36, flexible washer 50 is compressed and deformed into 
engagement with coring member 20 extending therethrough, thus securing coring member 20 to compression nut 48. 

Bevel gear 28 of member drive assembly "X" engages bevel gear 34 of member rotation assembly W Y". Upon actu- 
25 ation of motor 22, bevel gear 28 is rotated, rotating bevel gear 34 and rod member 36. Since rod member 36 is thread- 
ingly fastened to compression nut 48, compression nut 48 is also rotated. Flexible washer 50 rotates with compression 
nut 48 and is frictionally engaged with coring member 20 to rotate coring member 20. 

The member advancement assembly n Z" includes a cylindrical member 40 having a central throughbore 42 and a 
toothed rack 52. Cylindrical member 40 has a slot 54 configured to receive toothed rack 52 such that the teeth on 
30 toothed rack 52 extend outwardly from the outer periphery of cylindrical member 40. A pair of pins 56 may be used to 
lock toothed rack 52 within slot 54. 

As shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, a first and a second gear set are positioned within the housing 12 of coring device 10. 
The first gear set includes gear 58 and worm gear 60 which are fixedly mounted on a common rotatable shaft 62 by 
locking screws 64 and 66, respectively. The second gear set includes gears 68 and 70 which are fixedly mounted on a 
35 common rotatable shaft 72 by locking screws 74 and 76. Shafts 62 and 72 are mounted for rotation between cylindrical 
recesses formed in housing half-sections 12a and 12b. 

Worm gear 60 of the first gear set engages worm 26 of member drive assembly "X" such that rotation of worm 26 
causes rotation of worm gear 60. Since gear 58 and worm gear 60 are secured to common shaft 62, rotation of worm 
gear 60 causes corresponding rotation of shaft 62 and gear 58. Gear 72 of the second gear set engages an actuation 
40 gear 78 which is rotatably mounted to movable trigger 16. Likewise, since gears 68 and 70 are secured to common shaft 
72, rotation of gear 68 causes corresponding rotation of shaft 72 and gear 70. 

FIGS. 6 and 7 illustrate movable trigger 16 and actuation gear 78. Movable trigger 16 has a shaft 80 and a guide 
projection 82. Actuation gear 78 includes a central hub 84 which is rotatably mounted on shaft 80. The guide projection 
82 is slidably received within a semi-circular slot 86 formed housing half-section 1 2b (FIG. 3), and is retained therein by 
45 attachment of housing half-section 1 2a to housing half-section 1 2b. Actuation gear 78 is in continuous engagement with 
gear 68 of the second gear set. When movable trigger 16 is actuated to move guide projection 82 along slot 86, actua- 
tion gear 78 is moved to a position also engaging gear 58 of the first gear set. 

As stated above, worm 26 of member drive assembly "X" engages worm gear 60 of the first gear set. Upon actua- 
tion of motor 22, worm 26 is rotated by shaft 24, causing worm gear 60 to rotate. Rotation of worm gear 60 results in 
so corresponding rotation of shaft 62 and gear 58. When movable trigger 1 6 is acted upon to move actuation gear 78 into 
engagement with gear 58, actuation gear 78 is caused to rotate. Since actuation gear 78 is engaged with gear 68 of the 
second gear set, gear 68 is rotated causing rotation of shaft 72 and gear 70. Gear 70 engages toothed rack 52, such 
that rotation of gear 70 is translated to linear movement of rack 52 and cylindrical member 40. 

Referring again to FIG. 5, a cylindrical bearing 88 having a central bore 90 dimensioned to be slidably received 
55 about cylindrical bearing surface 37 of rod member 36 is fitted within a cylindrical recess 93 formed in a first end 92 of 
cylindrical member 40. See FIG. 12. Bearing surface 37 is rotatable within central bore 90 to allow rod member 36 to 
rotate with respect to cylindrical member 40. Further, the first end 92 of cylindrical member 40 engages an outer periph- 
eral face 94 of the rectangular central portion 38 of rod member 36, such that linear movement of cylindrical member 
40 causes linear movement of rod member 36, compression nut 48, and coring member 20. 
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Coring member 20 includes an elongated tubular member 96 having a central throughbore 94. The tubular member 
96 preferably extends through the central throughbores of cylindrical member 40, bearing 88, bevel gear 34, rod mem- 
ber 36, flexible washer 50, and compression nut 48. A first end 98 of tubular member 96 extends from throughbore 42 
of cylindrical member 40. The second end 100 of tubular member 96 extends from a forward end of threaded through- 

5 bore 49 of compression nut 48 towards opening 1 7 in housing 12. The second end of the tubular member 96 includes 
a cutting edge 1 02 which can be in the form of a flattened or a beveled edge. 

Preferably, as illustrated in FIGS. 8A-8C, the cutting edge 102 is in the form of a serrated annular edge 104. Cutting 
edge 102 is formed from a plurality of spaced serrations formed at an angle with respect to the longitudinal axis of cor- 
ing member 20. Preferably the serrations are flat cuts (see FIG. 8C) but can also be contoured such as, for example, 

10 being concave or convex. As shown, the serrations have a tooth depth t\ which is defined by the longitudinal distance 
between the distal-most portion of the serration edge 105 and the proximal-most portion of the serration edge 107. The 
tooth depth T preferably ranges from about 0.05mm to about 0.3mm. The angle *0' at which the serrations are cut pref- 
erably ranges from about 5_ to about 40_ while the number of serrations 'n' preferably ranges from about 4 to about 20. 
FIGS. 8A-8C depict 10 serrations (n = 10) cut at an angle of 20_. The following table sets forth several examples of pre- 

15 ferred coring member dimensions when the serration angle '0' is 20_. 



Number of Serrations 


Member Diameter (mm) 


Inner Member Diameter 
(mm) 


Tooth Depth (mm) 


8 


2.1 


1.9 


0.203 (0.0080") 


10 


2.1 


1.9 


0.147 (0.0058") 


12 


2.1 


1.9 


0.091 (0.0036") ! 


8 


1.8 


1.6 


0.170(0.0067") 


10 


1.8 


1.6 


0.112(0.0044") 


12 


1.8 


1.6 


0.084 (0.0033") 


8 


1.65 


1.37 


0.152(0.0060") 


10 


1.65 


1.37 


0.102(0.0040") 


12 


1.65 


1.37 


0.076 (0.0030") 


8 


1.42 


1.17 


0.132 (0.0052") 


10 


1.42 


1.17 


0.081 (0.0032") j 


12 


142 


1.17 


0.066 (0.0026") ! 



40 The coring member 20 can be advanced at a rate of between about 0.1 to about 50 mm/sec and simultaneously 
rotated at a rate of between about 1 to about 3000 rpm. Ideally, when coring body tissue, the coring member is 
advanced at a rate of between about 2 to about 4 mm/sec and simultaneously rotated at a rate of between about 100 
to about 140 rpm. Coring has been accomplished in canine heart tissue where the coring member 20 was advanced at 
a rate of about 3 mm/sec and rotated at a rate of 120 rpm. The diameter of the coring member 20 is preferably between 

45 about 0. 1 to about 5 mm and most preferably about 2mm. 

Preferably, the rate of linear advancement of the coring member through tissue is not greater than the rate of cutting 
of the serrated edge of the coring member. In a preferred embodiment, the maximum cutting rate can be calculated as 
follows: 

so Number of serrated teeth *n' x tooth depth (t) x rpm. 

For example, a 2.1 mm (O.D.) member having 10 teeth and a tooth depth of 0.147mm rotating at 120 rpm is preferably 
advanced at a rate of about 1 76mm/min (2.9mm/sec). Advancing at a rate faster than described above may cause the 
member edge to longitudinally cut or tear tissue. Such an event decreases the likelihood of obtaining reproducible 
55 cores. As far as TMR is concerned, as well as other coring procedures, if some degree of linear cutting or tearing is 
desirable (i.e., increases the likelihood of the channels remaining open) the degree of linear cutting or tearing can be 
controlled by the presently disclosed device, i.e., by controllably advancing the coring member at a controlled rate faster 
than the cutting rate described above. Those skilled in the art will learn by experimentation with the device and partic- 
ular forms of tissue how to select cutting rate(s) and advancement rate(s) to obtain desired effects on the tissue. 
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With reference to FIGS. 2, 5 and 9, coring device 10 can include a suction adapter 106 including tubular extension 
108 and an outlet port 110. The suction adapter 106 is supported within the housing 12 adjacent the rear end of the 
cylindrical member 40. A central throughbore (not shown) in tubular extension 108 slidably receives and sealingly 
engages first end 98 of tubular member 96. First end 98 of tubular member 96 should extend within tubular extension 
5 1 08 a distance greater than the maximum stroke of coring member 20 to maintain vacuum communication during oper- 
ation. The outlet port 1 10 passes through an opening 122 formed in the housing 12, and may be connected to a recep- 
tacle 1 1 2 by a flexible vacuum line 1 1 4. Receptacle 1 1 2 is connected to a conventional vacuum source 116. See FIG. 
14A. 

Coring device 10 can also include a cautery assembly including first and second contacts 1 16 and 118, respec- 

10 tively. and a dielectric spacer 120 (See FIGS. 3, 5 and 10) . First contact 116 includes a cylindrical body 128 that 
extends through opening 17 in housing 12. The cylindrical body 128 has an annular edge 126 that projects outwardly 
fromopening 17 beyond the outer surface of housing 12. Annular edge 126canbeflat, but is preferably tapered to facil- 
itate contact with body tissue. 

Dielectric spacer 120 includes a cylindrical body portion 129 dimensioned to be received within a throughbore 

is formed in first contact 116. The second contact 1 18 abuts against spacer 120 and is positioned in electrical communi- 
cation with coring member 20. Terminals 1 30 and 1 32 extend through housing 1 2 and are connected to first and second 
contacts 1 16 and 118, respectively, via wires 134 and 136. The terminals 130 and 132 are adapted to be connected to 
a suitable power source. The power source can provide continuous power to the cautery assembly or provide a series 
of power pulses. Although shown in a bipolar configuration herein, monopolar configurations are also contemplated. 

20 Referring to FIGS. 9 and 13, in one embodiment, an oscillatory assembly such as ultrasonic generator can be 
incorporated to impart oscillatory motion to the coring member 20. The ultrasonic generator 119 of this embodiment 
includes a harmonic element supported between housing half-sections 12a and 12b in engagement with the advancing 
assembly "Y M of the coring device 10, and can be of the type disclosed in U.S. Patent No. 5,026,387, issued on June 
25, 1991 , to Thomas. A mounting structure, such as keyed track (not shown), supports the ultrasonic generator within 

25 the housing 12 while permitting the ultrasonic generator 1 19 to move linearly as coring member 20 is advanced. The 
ultrasonic generator 119 can be used in conjunction with the advancing and rotation assemblies to oscillate the coring 
member 20 as the member is rotated and advanced. Oscillation of the coring member can effect frictional cutting and/or 
cauterization of the tissue. The ultrasonic generator 119 can also be operated solely in conjunction with the advancing 
assembly at a frequency coordinated with the rate of advancement of the advancing assembly to provide coring of body 

30 tissue. 

Operation of coring device 10 will now be described with reference to FIG. 13. As discussed above, when motor 22 
is actuated, shaft 24 is rotated to rotate worm 26 and bevel gear 28. Bevel gear 28 engages and rotates bevel gear 34 
which in turn rotates rod member 36 and compression nut 48. Coring member 20 is fastened to compression nut 48 by 
flexible washer 50, as illustrated in FIG. 1 1 , such that coring member 20 rotates with compression nut 48. 

35 Worm 26 engages worm gear 60 of the first gear set to rotate worm gear 60, rotatable shaft 62, and gear 58. When 
movable trigger 16 is acted upon in the direction indicated by arrow "A" , to move actuation gear 78 into engagement 
with rotating gear 58, actuation gear 78 is rotated in the direction indicated by ar row "B". Actuation gear 78 is engaged 
with gear 68 of the second gear set and rotates gear 68, rotatable shaft 72, and gear 70. Teeth on gear 70 engage teeth 
on toothed rack 52 to advance toothed rack 52 linearly in the direction indicated by arrow "C". Since toothed rack 52 is 

40 fastened to cylindrical member 40 and cylindrical member 40 engages peripheral face 44 of rod member 36, cylindrical 
member 40 and rod member 36 are also linearly advanced causing corresponding advancement of compression nut 48 
and coring member 20 in the direction indicated by arrow "D". 

FIG. 13A illustrates a control device to limit the distal advancement of coring member 20. The control device 10 
includes first and second motor contacts 134 and 136 which are removably mounted on any of a series of pegs 138 

45 formed within housing half-section 1 2b to vary the maximum distance of advancement of coring member 20. Each con- 
tact 1 34 and 1 36 electrically communicates with a corresponding terminal 1 41 and 1 43 of motor 22. Contacts 1 34 and 
136 are normally positioned in contact with each other such that when power is supplied to the motor 22 via cable 18, 
the circuit is complete and motor 22 is turned on. To limit the distal advancement of coring member 20, an annular 
flange 1 41 is formed on compression nut 48. As compression nut 48 is advanced a predetermined linear distance in the 

so direction indicated by arrow "E", annular flange 140 engages and deflects contact 136 to interrupt the motor circuit and 
stop motor 22. A return spring 143 positioned about coring member 20 between cautery contact 116 and compression 
nut 48 (see FIG. 5) returns the coring member 20 to a retracted position. The return spring will not move the member 
until trigger 16 is released and the gears providing longitudinal motion are disengaged. 

FIG. 14 illustrates coring device 10 during a TMR procedure. The end face of the instrument is placed against the 

55 tissue to be cored and motor 22 is operated to rotate coring member 22. In Fig. 14, movable trigger 16 has been acted 
upon to actuate the linear advancement assembly to advance the coring member 20 from the epicardium 146 through 
the myocardium 1 48 and into the left ventricle 1 44 of the heart 1 49. During the TMR procedure, 1 or more channels can 
be cored into the heart to facilitate internal blood delivery to oxygen starved areas of the heart. During or after the coring 
member has created a hole, thermal energy can be transferred from the member to the tissue by means of, for example, 
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electrocautery or ultrasound. Such energy may affect the ability of the channel to remain open. 

Typically, a healthy human heart has a wall thickness of 10-15 mm. A diseased heart can be as thick as 40 mm 
(measured from the outer surface of the epicardium to the inner wall of the myocardium). The contacts 134 and 136 
should be properly positioned on pegs 138 prior to performing the TMR procedure to allow coring member 22 to core 

5 through the thickness of the heart being treated, i.e.. the coring member should have a stroke length at least as great 
as the thickness of the heart wall to be perforated. Successful entry into the ventricle can be visually apparent upon the 
appearance of blood in the vacuum line 114. 

An alternative embodiment of the presently disclosed coring device will now be described with reference to FIGS. 
15-25. FIG. 15 illustrates a coring device 150, and a control assembly including a control module 152 and a foot oper- 

10 ated actuator 154 for actuating the control module 152. A flexible shaft 188 (see FIG.1 7) wrapped in a shaft casing 1 76 
extends between the control module 152 and the coring device 150. Flexible shaft 188 should be of the type capable of 
transmitting both rotary and linear motion in the manner similar to a solid steel shaft, and can be of the type commer- 
cially available from S.S. White Technologies of Piscataway, New Jersey. Flexible shaft 188 preferably has multiple lay- 
ers of wire wrapped around a mandrel, with each layer being formed of multiple strands of wire. 

is The control module 1 52 includes dual-motion capability that can provide precise linear and rotary motion to flexible 
shaft 188. Two stepper motors can provide such motion. Flexible shaft 188 is preferably coupled to the control module 
1 52 and is rotated and advanced within shaft casing 1 76 and coring device 1 50. Motion of flexible shaft 1 88 is translated 
to the internal components of the coring device 150. A suitable dual-motion unit and the associated circuitry necessary 
to adapt the unit for use with the coring device 150 of the present disclosure is commercially available through Haydon 

20 Switch and Instrument, Inc. of Waterbury, Connecticut or Eastern Air Devices, Inc. of Dover, New Hampshire. 

Control module 152 further includes a receptacle 156 adapted to engage a terminal of a programmable computer, 
such that control module 152 can interface with the computer. The software required to program the programmable 
dual-motion unit is commercially available through Intelligent Motion Systems, Inc. of Taftville, Connecticut. A toggle 
switch 158 can be provided to switch the control module 152 from an operation mode to a test mode. In the test mode, 

25 when the foot actuator is acted upon, coring member 1 70 is moved sequentially from a fully retracted position to a fully 
extended position and back to the fully retracted position. The control module 152 may also have a setting for servicing 
the coring member 170, such that when actuated, the coring member is extended without rotation to facilitate removal 
of the coring member 170 from the coring device 150. 

FIG. 16 illustrates coring device 150. Briefly, coring device 150 includes a housing 160 formed from molded hous- 

30 ing half-sections 162a and 162b. Housing 160 includes an elongated body 164 having a first end 166 with an opening 
168 dimensioned to permit reciprocation and rotation of coring member 170, and a second end 172 having an opening 
dimensioned to receive flexible shaft 188. A locator ring 178 having viewing ports 180 can be integrally formed with, or 
removably attached to, the first end 1 66 of body 1 64. A locking screw can be used to removably secure locator ring 1 78 
to body 164. The locator ring 178 is positioned about opening 168 and coring member 170 and can be positioned in 

35 engagement with the epicardial wall of the heart during a TMR procedure to help to properly orient the device with the 
heart. A suction adapter 182 and cautery terminals 184 and 186 can be provided and positioned to extend through 
ports formed in housing 160. * 

Referring to FIGS. 17 and 18, flexible shaft 188 extends from control module 152 through shaft casing 176 and a 
swivel assembly 190 into the housing 160. The end of the flexible shaft 188 positioned within the housing 160 is fas- 

40 tened to a linearly movable, rotatable piston 1 92. Piston 1 92 is connected to an elongated shaft 1 94 via a threaded con- 
nector 196. Elongated shaft 194 extends distally through a suction chamber 198 and is connected at its distal end to a 
member adapter 200 (FIG. 19) by clamping nut 202. Coring member 170 is removably secured within member adapter 
200 by the clamping nut 202. The flexible shaft 188, piston 192, connector 196, elongated shaft 194, member adapter 
200, and member 170 are fastened together to translate rotary and linear motion of shaft 188 to corresponding motion 

45 of the components listed above. 

Referring to FIG. 19, member adapter 200 preferably includes a plurality of annularly positioned flexible legs 204 
which extend longitudinally from a cylindrical base portion 205. Each leg 204 is formed with an increased diameter por- 
tion 21 2 and a tapered cam surface 206. The member adapter 200 defines a central throughbore 208 having an internal 
diameter greater than the outer diameter of the coring member 170. Coring member 170 extends through central bore 

so 208 of member adapter 200 and through a partially threaded throughbore 213 formed in clamping nut 202. 

As illustrated in FIGS. 20 and 21 , the elongated shaft 194 has a threaded end 216 dimensioned to engage partially 
threaded throughbore 213 of clamping nut 202. With coring member 170 extending through member adapter 200 and 
clamping nut 202 and with the member adapter 200 positioned in throughbore 213 of clamping nut 202, clamping nut 
202 is threadingly engaged to threaded end 216 of elongated shaft 194 to deflect flexible legs 204 into clamping 

55 engagement with coring member 1 70. 

Coring device 150 can include a suction assembly to remove the cored tissue from the surgical site. The suction 
assembly includes suction adapter 182 and suction chamber 198. Suction chamber 198 is fixedly positioned in a recess 
formed in housing half-sections 162a and 162b. The first end of suction chamber 198 is formed with a bore 220 having 
substantially the same internal dimensions as the outer surface of elongated shaft 194. A flexible ring seal 222 is posi- 
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tioned in a recess formed in the first end of the suction chamber 198 to seal the area between the elongated shaft 194 
and the bore 220 while permitting the elongated shaft 194 to slide through the bore 220. The elongated shaft 194 
includes a pair of annular flanges 224 which define a seal recess 226. Flexible seal 228 is positioned within seal recess 
226 and engages the internal walls of suction chamber 198 as the elongated shaft 194 is reciprocated therethrough to 

5 define a sealed compartment 230. 

Elongated shaft 194 is provided with a central bore 232 that extends from threaded end 216 of shaft 194 to a series 
of circumferentialiy aligned ports 234 formed in shaft 194. Ports 234 communicate with sealed compartment 230. Cor- 
ing member 170 has a central bore 236 in communication with central bore 232 of elongated shaft 194. Cored tissue 
entering the distal end of coring member 170 can travel through member 170, into bore 232 of shaft 194, through ports 

10 234, and into sealed compartment 230. 

Suction adapter 182 has a central bore that communicates with sealed compartment 230 and an outlet port 238. 
As illustrated in FIG. 14A with respect to device 10, outlet port 238 may be similarly connected to a receptacle 1 12 by 
a flexible tube 1 1 4. Receptacle 1 1 2 is connected to a conventional vacuum source 1 1 6. 

FIGS. 21-23 illustrate a cautery assembly which can be incorporated into coring device 1 70. The cautery assembly 

15 includes first and second contacts 240 and 242, a cylindrical dielectric spacer 244 and a conductive cylindrical member 
246. First contact 240 has a pair of flexible tabs 248 that engage coring member 170 that is constructed from an elec- 
trically conductive material. Second contact 242 engages cylindrical member 246, and is separated from first contact 
240 by dielectric spacer 244. Cylindrical member 246 extends through opening 1 74 and is positioned about coring 
member 170, and includes an annular edge 250 that projects outwardly from opening 174. Annular edge 250 can be 

20 flat, but is preferably tapered to enhance contact with body tissue. Dielectric spacer 244 is positioned between coring 
member 170 and cylindrical member 246 to prevent arcing between the two members. 

First and second contacts 240 and 242 are electrically connected to cautery terminals 184 and 186 by wires 252 
and 254. Terminals 184 and 186 are adapted to be connected to a suitable power source. Power can be supplied to the 
cautery assembly continuously during the coring procedure or supplied in timed pulses. 

25 Referring now to FIG. 24, a swivel assembly 1 90 is positioned at the second end of housing 1 72. Swivel assembly 
190 includes a swivel coupling 256 rotatably positioned within an annular recess formed in housing half-sections 162a 
and 162b. The swivel coupling 256 has a cylindrical extension 260 about which casing 176 extends. Annular clamp 258 
is positioned about extension 260 and casing 176 to secure casing 176 to swivel coupling 256. Flexible shaft 188 
extends through swivel coupling 256 and is crimped within a rearwardly extending portion 266 of piston 192. See FIG. 

30 20. Coring device housing 160 is rotatable about swivel coupling 256 independently of the internal components of the 
device 150. 

Referring now to FIG. 25, when control module 152 is actuated to provide linear and rotary motion to flexible shaft 
188, this motion is translated to piston 192, connector 196, elongated shaft 194, member adapter 200, and clamping 
nut 202 to linearly advance and rotate coring member 170 in the direction indicated by arrow "F". Control module 152 

35 can be programmed to provide either rotation of shaft 1 88 in one direction or oscillatory rotation of shaft 1 88. It is noted 
that the distal end of coring member 1 70 can be identical to coring member 20 and will not be discussed in detail. Sim- 
ilarly, the preferred rates of advancement and rotation for performing a TMR procedure can be identical to those dis- 
closed with respect to coring device 10 and will not be discussed in detail. 

It will be understood that various modifications can be made to the embodiments disclosed herein. For example, 

40 while specific preferred embodiments of driving, advancing, rotating, cauterizing and oscillation assemblies, have been 
described in detail, structures that perform substantially the same function in substantially the same way to achieve sub- 
stantially the same result can also be used. Also, while electrical motors have been specifically disclosed herein, air, 
pneumatic, hydraulic or other types of motors can be used to advance and/or rotate the coring device. In addition, the 
cautery assemblies can include monopolar circuitry rather than bipolar circuitry as disclosed. Also, besides TMR, the 

45 coring device can be used to perform human and veterinary surgical procedures including biopsy retrieval, bone mar- 
row retrieval and other similar procedures. Body tissue other than heart tissue can be cored including liver tissue, bone 
tissue, skin tissue, etc. Also, depending on the type of tissue and procedure, the coring tool need not be hollow through- 
out the entire length and can be closed at the proximal end. Therefore, the above description should not be construed 
as limiting, but merely as exemplifications of preferred embodiments. Those skilled in the art will envision other modif i- 

50 cations within the scope and spirit of the claims appended thereto. 

Claims 

1 . A coring device comprising : 

55 

a housing defining a longitudinal axis; 

a coring member mounted in said housing; 

an advancing assembly mounted for engagement with said coring member to effect longitudinal motion 
thereof; and 
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a drive assembly connected to said advancing assembly for activating said advancing assembly to move the 
coring member longitudinally at a predetermined rate to core body tissue. 

2. A coring device according to claim 1 , further comprising a rotation assembly mounted for engagement with said 
5 coring member, said drive assembly connected to said rotation assembly for activating said rotation assembly to 

rotate the coring member in coordination with the longitudinal advancement of the coring member. 

3. A coring device according to claim 1 or 2, further comprising an oscillation assembly mounted for engagement with 
said coring member, said oscillation assembly effecting oscillation of the coring member. 

10 

4. A coring device according to claim 3, wherein said oscillation assembly comprises an ultrasonic generator con- 
nected to the coring member. 

5- A coring device according to any one of the preceding claims, further comprising an electrical element connected 
15 to said coring member to provide cauterizing current to body tissue. 

6. A coring device comprising: 

a coring member; 

20 a rotation assembly operably connected to the coring member; 

an advancing assembly operably connected to the coring member; and 

a drive assembly operably connected to the rotation assembly and the advancing assembly, the drive assembly 
being operable to activate the rotation and advancing assembly to rotate and advance the coring member at 
predetermined coordinated rates to effect coring of body tissue. 

25 

7. A coring device according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the coring member, the rotation assembly, 
the advancing assembly, and the drive assembly are supported within a single housing. 

8. A coring device according to claim 7, further comprising a movable trigger, and wherein the advancing assembly 
30 includes an actuation gear actuated by the movable trigger, the movable trigger being selectively movable to oper- 
ably connect the advancing assembly to the drive assembly to advance the coring member. 

9. A coring device according to any one of the preceding claims, further comprising an ultrasonic assembly operably 
connected to the coring member to oscillate the coring member. 

35 

10. A coring device according to claim 9, wherein the coring member is oscillated along its longitudinal axis. 

11. A coring device according to claim 6, further comprising a cautery assembly operably connected to the coring 
member. 

40 

12. A coring device according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the drive assembly includes first and second 
stepper motors, the first stepper motor being operably connected to the advancing assembly and the second step- 
per motor being operably connected to the rotation assembly. 

45 13. A coring device according to any one of the preceding claims, further comprising a control module, the control mod- 
ule including the drive assembly and being programmable to coordinate the rates of advancement and rotation of 
the coring member. 

14. A coring device according to claim 13, further comprising a flexible shaft extending from the control module to the 
so coring member, wherein said flexible shaft translates linear and rotary motion from the drive assembly to the coring 

member. 

15. A coring device comprising: 

55 a coring member; 

a longitudinal oscillatory assembly operably connected to the coring member; 
an advancing assembly operably connected to the coring member; and 

a drive assembly operably connected to the oscillatory assembly and the advancing assembly, the drive 
assembly being operable to advance the coring member at predetermined coordinated rates to effect coring of 
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body tissue while controlling the degree of tearing of the body tissue. 

16. A coring device according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the drive assembly includes an electric 
motor and a harmonic generator, the electric motor being operably connected to the advancing assembly and the 
5 harmonic generator being operably connected to the oscillatory assembly. 

10 
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